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Engineering & Manufacturing Sector Employee Profile 

 
Name:   Zoe Salmon 
 
Employer:   Swagelok 
 
Title:    Expense Purchasing 
 
Secondary School:  Ashfield Comprehensive,     
                                     Nottinghamshire 
 
Hobbies:    Family/ Friends, Bikes, quads,  
                                     cars, cooking  

 
     
Career path after leaving Secondary School 
 

 After leaving school with some GCSE’s, I worked in a hairdressers. I originally wanted to go into 
the army Royal logistics Engineering, passing my physical & medical, but plans changed moving 
to the Isle of Man in 2005. 

 I then worked in a Pub for 2 years before working for a betting company for 3 years. 

 I was told by a friend that there was a vacancy in the warehouse in Swagelok (also seen in the 
Job centre).  As I’ve always have been interested in engineering I applied - handed in my CV, 
had an interview and I was successful.  

 While I have been at Swagelok I have done a mixture of things, from working in the warehouse to 
packing / shipping, also to picking kits and working in assembly building products. I would gladly 
help any area when they needed an extra set of hands. This had lead me to the role I’m in today. 
I was asked to help out in the office and was given a year’s secondment to do expense and 
purchasing and was then offered the job. I’m now also part of the health & safety team here and 
deal with first aid responsibilities/team.  
 
 

What are you currently doing? 
 

 Currently my role is Expense purchasing which sees me purchase things that people need - 
tooling, machines for the shop floor, janitorial, office, food, uniforms, travel, a mixture of different 
training courses (fork lift / health & safety etc.) and general expenses. 

 I really enjoy my work. It’s never the same thing day in day out. I often see some of the items I’ve 
worked with – for example some of the values we make go into hospitals, when you look at a 
aeroplane you think I could have made a part for that engine to make it fly.  

 I also enjoy the teamwork approach we adopt to get things done; sometimes it’s like a little 
family, we help each other. 

 Most of my time is spent ordering and liaising with customers in my office environment but I also 
go out onto the manufacturing shop floor sometimes to organise specialist tools/ parts for 
machines.  
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What would you advise anyone interested in Engineering? 
 

 If you don’t try it you’ll never know if you’ll be good at it or not. 

 Enjoy and be interested in what you are doing. 

 Don’t follow what your friends are doing; be unique as it could be a stepping stone to something 
amazing.  

 (Girls) Engineering is not just for boys, there’s far more woman engineers than you think! 

 As long as it feels right for you then grasp it with both hands. Take the opportunities that come 
your way as you’ll never know where it might lead you. 
 
 

What would you like to be doing in 5 years time? 
 

 Honestly - I don’t know and haven’t planned in 5 years as a lot can change, I never imagined I 
would be where I am today!  


